
C O N F E D E R A T I O N  O F  A U S T R A L I A N  M O T O R  S P O R T

A MEMORABLE 
BATHURST
“I can’t believe I won the 
bloody Bathurst 1000” 
- Scott McLaughlin

HISTORY MADE IN 
SUCCESSFUL MOTORSPORT 
GAMES
It was a hugely successful weekend 
for Australia in the inaugural 
FIA Motorsport Games.

NOVEMBER UPCOMING 
STATE EVENTS
Check out the November upcoming 
club and state events for 2019 
from all around Australia.
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A NEW 
ERA OF 
MOTORSPORT
The Confederation of Australian Motor 
Sport (CAMS) has proudly announced 
it will now be known as Motorsport 
Australia in 2020 and beyond.
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COVER PHOTO
An exciting change for Australian 
motorsport. The change to 
Motorsport Australia has been 
initiated to create opportunities 
and build for the future of our 
sport.
Photo: Dan Thompson  
(digitally altered)
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A NEW 
ERA OF 
MOTORSPORT
The Confederation of Australian Motor Sport 
(CAMS) will now be known as Motorsport 
Australia in 2020 and beyond.

The new name signifies the changing nature of the 
sport and Motorsport Australia’s role as the government 
recognised sporting organisation for all four-wheeled 
motorsport in Australia, in addition to its delegated 
role as the National Sporting Authority by the 
Federation Internationale de’l Automobile (FIA).

Motorsport Australia’s responsibilities remain 
entirely the same and there is no change to the 
organisation’s constitution or structure, aside from 
the alteration of the organisation’s name.
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CAMS President Andrew 
Papadopoulos said the change would 
assist the organisation to better 
represent motorsport at all levels.

“There are many reasons for this 
name change and we feel that the 
sporting, government, participation 
and commercial benefits are 
certainly among the key reasons the 
Board voted to make this historic 
change,” Papadopoulos said.

“Motorsport in this country is in a 
strong position – we’re proud of 
the recent growth across all areas 

of our sport, including having a 
record number of events, officials 
and active licence holders.

“Just because we are seeing that 
growth doesn’t mean we can rest 
on our laurels. We need to make 
sure we are doing what is best for 
the sport now and into the future.

“Anyone who may be looking to get 
involved in the sport will now know 
the first port of call will be Motorsport 
Australia – in line with other sporting 
bodies – and will not be confused 
about what our role is. We know 

from our own experiences, ‘CAMS’ 
or the ‘Confederation of Australian 
Motor Sport’ didn’t necessarily 
express the leading role we play to 
those unfamiliar with our sport.

“While other names were considered, 
the change to Motorsport Australia 
is the most obvious fit and brings 
us in line with what many other 
sports have already done, including 
the Australian Government’s 
own agency, Sport Australia.”

Papadopoulos said the organisation’s 
existing work internationally would 
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also be boosted by the change, with training overseas 
remaining a key revenue stream for the organisation 
which is invested back into grassroots motorsport.

“Our people are playing a key role in the delivery of the 
first ever Vietnam Grand Prix in 2020, highlighting the 
talented group of officials and staff we are so very proud 
of. With a new name, the strong reputation of Australia 
in global motorsport will be further enhanced.”

CAMS CEO Eugene Arocca said the change had 
been a long time in the planning and included 
consultation with many industry stakeholders, including 
members, licence holders and government.

“We sought feedback from many of those already 
dealing with us on a regular basis and the message 

“Motorsport in 
this country 
is in a strong 
position – we’re 
proud of the 
recent growth 
across all areas 
of our sport.” 
- Andrew Papadopoulos,  
CAMS President

What does 
the new 
change 
mean for 
Members?  
A few answers to help with a few 
Frequently Asked Questions.

Will this impact 
service?
The change to Motorsport 
Australia will have no direct 
bearing on service levels we 
provide.  We remain committed 
to continually improving our offer 
and service to all stakeholders.  
We have successfully achieved 
improvement over the past 5 years.

Only the trading name of our 
organisation is changing.  Our 
structure remains the same and we 
are, and will, remain a confederation.

Why Motorsport 
Australia?
We conducted extensive market 
research among the general 
public and our own members 
and officials, which showed that 
Motorsport Australia is the ideal 
and preferred name for us.  The 
new name also brings us into line 
with other peak sporting bodies 
in Australia and overseas.

CAMS.COM.AU   7  
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was clear – the change made sense but not at the 
expense of CAMS’ storied history,” Arocca said.

“That history dates back many decades to 1953. We can assure 
everybody in the sport that this history will not be forgotten 
in everything we do in the future as Motorsport Australia.

“What this new name does do is provide us with an opportunity 
to take motorsport in Australia to another level through better 
relationships with government and commercial partners 
across our various Championships, Series and events.

“For our members and licence holders, you won’t need to do 
anything as part of this change. Your licences remain current 
and will gradually be replaced as they are renewed. Any 
competitors who would like a replacement sticker for their 
licence or vehicle can also get in touch via our website.”

Arocca said there had been a lot of hard work undertaken 
by staff and the Board to make this change happen.

“This has not been a simple task and I’d like to thank all 
of our staff who worked very hard behind the scenes 
to make this change a reality,” Arocca added.

“I’d also like to acknowledge the work of a much-
loved member of the motorsport family in Ron Klein, 
who assisted us in the planning for this change. 

"Unfortunately, Ron tragically passed away in recent 
times, but his work in helping to get Motorsport 
Australia up and running will certainly be another 
chapter in what is a very impressive legacy.”

The organisation’s head office is now located at 275 
Canterbury Rd, Canterbury, Victoria – following the sale 
of its existing Malvern East headquarters in 2017.

The official changeover to Motorsport Australia will come 
into effect on January 1 2020. As of this date, the website 
for Motorsport Australia will be motorsport.org.au. 

“The message 
was clear – the 
change made 
sense but not at 
the expense of 
CAMS’ storied 
history.” 
- Eugene Arocca,  
CAMS CEO

Click here to read more about the 
change to Motorsport Australia.

What about the long, 
rich history of CAMS?
We have been extremely mindful 
of our history in changing our 
name; our corporate livery borrows 
heavily from the past and provides 
a strong and valuable link.

The change to Motorsport 
Australia has been initiated not to 
overcome deficiencies in our old 
name, but, to create opportunities 
and build for the future.

Isn’t a brand change 
an expensive process?
The cost of the change of name 
has been kept to a minimum 
and our modelling suggests 
that the financial benefit of the 
change through advantages such 
as greater public support and 
sponsorship will more than exceed 
the cost in the short term.

As for merchandise, Our name 
change has been a long time in the 
planning; we have been depleting 
inventories of old stock and business 
cards, etc.  A phased approach to 
introducing our new name will 
minimise if not eliminate wastage.

Is the website 
address changing?
Yes, from 1 January 2020,  
www.motorsport.org.au will be our 
new home page – the existing  
www.cams.com.au address 
will automatically redirect 
to our new address.

We are also delighted to confirm 
that a new member portal 
will be available in early 2020 
which will make life easier when 
dealing with Motorsport Australia 
and give you more options 
to complete tasks online.

If you have any further queries, 
please don’t hesitate to contact 
our membership hotline on 1300 
883 959. Our passionate staff 
are happy to assist you with any 
motorsport query you may have.

CAMS.COM.AU   9  
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NOVEMBER 
UPCOMING 
EVENTS

The North West Car Club has just bought a new piece 
of land and what better way to celebrate by throwing 
the Highclere Motorkhana - Come and Try for a number 
of interested drivers looking to get into the sport. 

The final round of the New South Wales Off Road 
Championship will see competitors tackle 97.6 
competitive kilometres on a mixture of gravel, dirt 
and natural surfaces at the Ray Vestey Memorial. 

NEW SOUTH WALES  
AND ACT
10 November: End of Year Bash Hillclimb
14-17 November: Kennards Hire Rally Australia
16-17 November: Ray Vestey Memorial
19 November: Whiteline Tarmac Rallysprint Series 
21-24 November: Coates Hire Newcastle 500
28 November - 1 December: Challenge Bathurst
30 November - 1 December: The 2019 HSRCA Summer Festival

QUEENSLAND 
9-10 November: 2019 Noosa Hill Climb - Summer Challenge
9-10 November: Mulgowie Short Course Off Road
10-11 November: 2019 Club Championship R11
23-24 November: Herberton Kingys Cup Khanacross
30 November - 1 December:: Carric Accounting and 
Business Services - Tighe CAMS Hillclimb Series R6
10 November: SDMA Club Hillclimb

TASMANIA
9 November: Legana Tyres and More Khanacross Series R4
9 November: Highclere Motorkhana - Come and Try
10 November: Tasmanian Hill Climb Cup R4

Photo: North West Car ClubPhoto: Chris Kenyon
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10   CAMS SPEED READ  



SOUTH AUSTRALIA AND 
NORTHERN TERRITORY
8-10 November: Trident Tyre Centre Legend of the Lakes Hillclimb
9 November: 2019 CAMS State Motor 
Racing Championship Series R5
10 November: MSCA Super Sprint R5
16 November: Ricciardo's Racers Level 1 and 2
15-17 November: Shannons Nationals - R7

MG Car Club Victoria will be hosting the 28th 
Historic and Classic Hillclimb on 10 November 
at the prestigious Rob Roy Hillclimb.

The first of a new-seven round Shannons Targa 
Rallysprint Series season begins this month as 
drivers with a wide-range of skills and experience 
take on the gravel and tarmac rally.

Another big hill 
climb in South 
Australia as Dan 
Day looks to 
defend his title 
against a number 
of new and regular 
challengers at the 
scenic Trident Tyre 
Centre Legend of 
the Lakes Hillclimb 
in Mount Gambier.

QUEENSLAND
Held at the picturesque Gyndier Drive, the Noosa Hill 
Climb - Summer Challenge is considered one of the 
premier hill climb events in Australia. There will be 
lots of thrills and spills throughout the weekend and 
motor sport fans are sure to be entertained. 
Photo: Russell Witt
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VICTORIA
9 November: Car Club RMIT George Derrick Memorial Rally
10 November: MG Car Club Victoria's 28th 
Historic and Classic Hillclimb
16 November: Ararat Car Club King of the Hill

WESTERN AUSTRALIA
14 November: Shannons Targa Rallysprint Series R1
16-17 November: Collie Weekend, Track Tuning and Hill Climb
23 November: Infinite Time Attack
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Michael Harding has enjoyed 
a brilliant first appearance 
behind the wheel of his 
tarmac-rally purpose-built 
Subaru WRX STi, taking out 
the first round of the Whiteline 
Tarmac Rallysprint Series.

Harding was too strong for the 
huge 85-car field at Sydney 
Dragway with a number of 
big names either failing to 
keep up with Harding or 
suffering mechanical issues 
due to the testing conditions 
throughout the event.

Event favourite Phil Heafey 
was one of the first to exit after 
breaking his Lancer EVO’s driveline 
on the second stage, while 
another challenger in Michael 
Caine opted to race a Holden 
Commodore Ute for fun. 

Finishing just two and half 
seconds behind Harding was 
Troy and Gary Nicholson, while 
Jake and Ian Lambie grabbed 
the bottom step of the podium. 

Following a brilliant performance 
alongside his engine tuner 
in Benjamin Perry, Harding 

was thrilled to give Perry an 
opportunity to get inside the car. 

“I invited Benny to come down and 
jump in the car as well as help us 
with some data and have some fun 
as a bit of a thank you to him for all 
the many, many hours of hard work 
he’s put into the car," Harding said.

Not only did the season opener 
host an impressive show on track, 
but it was also the first time it had 
included coaching and mentoring 
programme for junior drivers.

Rally Ace Brendan Reeves 
and CAMS Australian Rally 
Championship Co-Driver Dale 
Moscatt were on hand throughout 
the event to assist the three young 
competitors: Tom Donohue, 
Louise Taylor and Taylor Gill.

As it had in the main game, the 
juniors enjoyed an entertaining 
battle between them with Gill 
taking out top honours by just 
eight tenths of a second. 

The Whiteline Tarmac Rallysprint 
Series returns to Sydney Dragway 
for the second round of the 2019 
season on 19 November. 

HARDING ON TOP 
IN WHITELINE 
SERIES OPENER

Photos: Dave King
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Australian Credit Licence 395 249     |     ABN 70 083 630 139

Enquire         1300 4 MORRIS

We provide Finance, Investment, 
Insurance and Leasing options for 
the following:

BUSINESS CAR FINANCE

FARM MACHINERY FINANCE

HEAVY MACHINERY FINANCE

COMMERCIAL VEHICLE FINANCE

COMMERCIAL EQUIPMENT FINANCE

CAPITAL RAISING

FINANCE 
ENGINEERED 
FOR YOU 

Looking to upgrade your car? 
Perhaps it’s equipment you need? 
Or you just need to get your debts 

can help you. 

institutions, we have over 150 products 
lines on offer, meaning we can provide 

needs and industry. 

The team at Morris Finance are expertly 

products to suit your situation. We take 
great pride in being the best in the 

make growing your business hassle-
free. 

Simply call (03) 5223 3453 and speak 
to Joanne or Baden who will be able to 

your needs and budget.

Morris Finance are 
here to assist CAMS 
Members for the future!

https://morrisfinance.com.au/


The CAMS South Australian Hill 
Climb Championship has a new title 
holder after David Mahon blitzed his 
way to the well-deserved victory.

Behind the wheel of an ex-Malcolm 
Oastler Dallara, Mahon was the best 
driver all day, posting the fastest 
time out of all of the 91 drivers 
on all but one of his nine runs.

Finishing in second place behind 
Mahon and the only driver to beat 
the winner throughout the day was 
Derek Foster – the Formula Libre 
pilot’s fastest time coming in just four 

tenths of a second slower than the 
leader's quickest run. Michael Bishop 
finished the round in third place - 
eight-tenths slower than Foster.

Just one tenth of a second behind 
Bishop was another Formula Libre 
driver in Allan Foster, while the 
championship’s only interstate 
driver, Victorian Alan Foley, 
rounded out the top five. 

Following his second win in three 
years, a surprised David Mahon 
was thrilled to take out the title 
once again in his new car. 

“It’s a fantastic feeling. I missed out 
last year after winning in 2017. But I 
must say the time that I got in the new 
1300cc was unbelievable,” Mahon said.

“I had a pretty good idea that I was 
going to be quick and that it was 
going to be a record breaker when I 
bought it but I am fairly surprised at 
the time I achieved on that stage.

“It’s 2018 Australian Champion 
Malcolm Oastler’s former car and 
it really is brilliant. It’s been a great 
purchase since I bought it in May. 

MAHON NEW 
SA HILL CLIMB 
CHAMP

 
Photo: Bob Taylor
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“Going into the hill climb, I knew it 
was going to be towards the front and 
it turns out that it was, which is nice. 
It handles so well but I know there is 
more in it, I just need more seat time.

“Out of this and my 2017 win, I would say 
that this year is more special due to how 
quick it was. For a 1300 to be doing times 
quicker than the others, it is pretty special.”

While Mahon was short of Brett Hayward’s 
2014 record, he still came away with a 
Formula Libre record along with three other 
drivers who entered the history books. 

“The time 
that I got 
in the new 
1300cc was 
unbelievable.” 

CAMS SOUTH 
AUSTRALIAN 
HILL CLIMB 
CHAMPIONSHIP 
TOP 10 
1. David Mahon 
2. Derek Foster 
3. Michael Bishop 
4. Allan Foster 
5. Alan Foley 
6. David Pfeiffer 
7. Paul Mahon 
8. David Whiteside 
9. Alexander Neill
10. Matthew Woodland

NEW RECORD 
HOLDERS
Road Registered 2WD 
Sedans & Sports Cars Under 
1600cc – David Hall
2B/2F Prod Sports Up to 
1600cc – Alan Austin
Circuit Excel – Scott Stephenson
Formula Libre 751-
1300cc – David Mahon

 
Photos: Bob Taylor
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Malcolm Oastler is the 2019 CAMS Australian Hillclimb 
Champion after claiming the fasest time out of the 140 cars 
entered the 75th running of the national championship. 

Taking place at iconic Mount Panorama circuit in Bathurst, it 
was the record-breaking time of Oastler’s 34.88 seconds which 
was the major talking point as the veteran took out his fifth 
national title – five short of hill climb legend Peter Gumley.

Oastler wasn’t the only one to break the previous record of 
36.2 seconds though, with outright runner-up Dean Amos 
also making history and breaking the 35-second barrier with 
a time of 34.90 seconds – two hundredths short of Oastler.

Rounding out the podium was Dean Tighe, who 
had put in a brilliant performance himself as the 
Queenslander edges closer to a maiden title.

Following on from his sensational victory, Oastler was thrilled 
to take out the event run by the Bathurst Light Car Club, as 
well as being impressed with the competition around him.

OASTLER CLIMBS 
TO HIS FIFTH 
AUSTRALIAN 
TITLE

Photo: Captured Creations Photography Bathurst
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“The victory for me was the best 
one ever, especially because it 
was at Bathurst," Oastler said.

“I may have done a rain dance at 5am but 
really I put it down to all the experience 
I have here. This is the big one because 
it’s Bathurst. Maybe If I live long enough, 
I will catch up to Peter’s record.

“A big thank you to the club and all the 
people involved in putting the event 
on. I know a year ago it was a bit of a 
challenge but it managed to get together 
and enjoy this beautiful weather.

“It was great to win it by two hundredths. 
It's always been close. Brett (Hayward) 
got me by a few hundreths in 
Adelaide a couple of years ago.

“There are only two people in the world who 
know what it’s like to drive here in under 
35 seconds so congratulations to Dean 
Amos –he’s really young. It’s only his 12th run 
up here which I think is very impressive.”

Other notable results saw Datsun 260Z 
pilot Kevin Mackrell claiming the best 
of all the tin-top cars with 11th outright, 
Karen Inwood picking the up the best 
female time and Riley MacQueen 
ending the day as junior champion. 

“There are only two people 
in the world who know 
what it’s like to drive here 
in under 35 seconds”
- Malcolm Oastler

Click here to view the full results. 

OUTRIGHT 
TOP 10
1. Malcolm Oastler
2. Dean Amos
3. Dean Tighe
4. Doug Barry
5. Greg Ackland
6. Ron Hay
7. Josh Hayward
8. Warwick Hutchinson
9. Brett Hayward
10. David Mahon
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JACKSON EVANS 
CROWNED  

2019 SXS 
CHAMPION
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Jackson Evans has won the 2019 CAMS DEWALT 
Australian SXS Championship in dramatic 
fashion after a thrilling Grand Final race.

Heading into the final round 12 points behind 
leader James Shipp, Evans needed somewhat of 
a miracle to take out the title, which started off 
with having to win the first round of his career.

And win his first career round he did, with the 
youngster taking out top honours in three of 
five heats before winning the Grand Final race 
having led from the early stages of the race. 

Along with Shipp’s early exit from the race, the stars 
had aligned to give Evans the championship title 
in one of the most thrilling of circumstances.

"I really have no words. I was so 
nervous all week," Evans said.

"There was a lot of talk in the lead up and people 
said that I had no chance but I just thought to 
myself that if I could get the win and a few other 
things could go my way, then who knows.

"SXS is crazy like this. There was heaps of work on 
the car and I can't thank the team enough. Once I 
got in the car, I was focused and was all excited. 

"I had no idea that I won that championship until 
Shippy came up to me at the end of the round 
and congratulated me. Until then, I had no idea. 
I just don't know what to say. It's amazing."

Rounding out the podium was Evans' teammate 
Simon Evans and Mitch Keyte with Evans’ runner-
up seeing him replace Tim Liston on the outright 
standings to finish the year in third overall. 

It was an unlucky result for Shipp who had dominated 
the season finale only to fall short in the Grand 
Final once again. However an outright second 
place was still a positive outcome for Shipp who 
plans to come back bigger and better next year. 

“It’s a bit heartbreaking but that’s 
motor sport,” Shipp said.

“We qualified first for the day. Got out in front 
early in the final and caught up to the slower 
drivers. On the third lap we used the joker and 
came out behind Simon and Jackson but that’s 
where we came off a bit off on one of the jumps 
and I knew straight away we were done. 

“We will back better next year and we will give it 
another go. We have come leaps and bounds since 
our first series. Building a good car takes a lot of 
time. We know what we need to do next year. 

“We have the pace we have the car. I just 
have to keep my head in the game and 
have another crack next season.” 

“I really have 
no words. I 
was so nervous 
all week.” 

CHAMPIONSHIP 
OUTRIGHT TOP 10
1. Jackson Evans - 228
2. James Shipp - 226
3. Simon Evans - 216
4. Tim Liston - 214
5. Mitch Keyte - 208
6. Glen Ackroyd - 202
7. Tom Evans - 200
8. Stephen Henry - 192
9. Shannon Leach - 184
10. Robert Gussenhoven - 176

JACKSON EVANS' 
2019 ROUND 
FINISHES
R1. Seventh
R2. Fourth
R3. Sixth
R4. First

ROUND 4  
TOP FIVE
1. Jackson Evans
2. Simon Evans
3. Mitch Keyte
4. Tom Evans
5. Glen Ackroyd

Photos: Dircomp Magazine
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After more than 20 years of competing 
in the CAMS Australian Motorkhana 
Championship, Aaron Wuillemin has 
finally become a national champion.

With more than 50 competitors 
taking on 12 tests at the Bendigo Car 
Club’s Bendigo Livestock exchange, 
Wuillemin proved too strong for the 
competition and was locked in a 
tight battle with 2018 winner Corinne 
East-Johnstone for much of the day.

Coming in third place after a thrilling 
final test was six-time champion Scott 
Bennett, a well-deserved effort after 
the West Australian suffered a gearbox 
issue earlier in the day and spent two-
thirds of the event in a different car.

WUILLEMIN 
BREAKS 
MOTORKHANA 
DUCK 
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Following the victory, Wuillemin 
was thrilled to finally break the 
duck of a national title.

"I am really happy to win. I have 
been trying to do this for a long 
time and finally we have managed 
to crack one," Wuillemin said.

"At the start of the event, we put 
brand new tyres on so we weren't 
sure what happened. When other 
people started making mistakes it 
was just a matter of continuing to 
be clean and not hitting anything.

"It's pretty cool. Finally, It's just nice to 
come away with a win for the first time. 

"The monkey is off the back and so 
I can probably relax a little bit more 
and go hard at it next year and see 
if we can try and pick up a few more 
and beat Scott's record of six." 

Click here to view the full 
results from the CAMS 
Australian Motorkhana 
Championship.

TOP 10 
1. Aaron Wuillemin
2. Corinne East Johnston
3. Scott Bennett
4. Daniel Wuillemin 
5. Michael Exell 
6. David Beames 
7. Blair Jones 
8. Samantha Collier 
9. Reece McIntosh 
10. James Newell 
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“Wow, I'm just 
lost for words. 
“I'm happy I 
could get gold 
for Australia”
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HISTORY MADE 
IN SUCCESSFUL 
MOTORSPORT 
GAMES

It was a hugely successful 
weekend for Australia in the 
inaugural FIA Motorsport Games, 
with our representatives claiming 
two medals from three entries.

Cody Nikola Latkovski got 
Australia off to the perfect start 
with a historic gold medal in the 
Digital Cup, before Grove Racing 
capped off a brilliant weekend 
with third place in the GT Cup.

Luis Leeds almost made it 
three podiums from three, but 
finished just outside the top 
three in fourth, having started 
eighth in his medal race.

With almost 50 countries involved 
in the Motorsport Games, Australia 
was one of four countries, the 
others being Belgium, Russia and 
Italy, to win multiple medals.

Remarkably no country claimed 
more than one gold at the new 
multi discipline event, as two 
medals to Australia saw the 
green and gold team finish equal 
second with Italy, while Russia 
came first thanks to their one 
gold and two bronze medals. 

DIGITAL CUP
It was the first award to be 
handed out throughout the 
weekend as Cody Nikola Latkovski 
saluted on the global stage in the 
Esports category against some 
highly fancied competitors.

Heading into the event with 
a solid run of recent form, the 
FIA-certified Gran Turismo World 
Championships regular was 
the best of 30 different drivers, 
being 12 in a tough Grand Final, 
which took place on the digitised 
Circuit de Barcelona-Catalunya.

The West Australian sailed through 
the qualifying process to start from 
second on the grid in the Final 
and thanks to a bold four stop 
strategy, the 19-year-old managed 
to win gold for his country.

"Wow, I'm just lost for words at the 
moment - I'm happy I could get 
gold for Australia," Latkovski said.

"This is just amazing, I couldn't 
be happier. To get this great 
achievement for Australia, it's 
just outstanding, I couldn't 
have hoped to go better."

Photo:  Xynamic; SRO / Patrick Hecq Photography
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GT CUP
Grove Racing's Brenton and Stephen 
Grove finished third and claimed 
an almighty bronze medal in the 
GT Cup's final feature race.

Stephen started the feature medal 
race in eighth, and with rain lingering 
at the Italian circuit, the conditions 
were tough for all drivers.

It was a a terrific start to the race 
for Stephen, who worked his way 
to fifth before handing the car 
over to an eager Brenton, who 
continued his good work. 

Brenton managed to hold his own 
during the race, which was plagued 
by difficult conditions, but eventually 
the safety car was called on lap 19 
after the rain became too heavy.

Racing resumed two laps later 
and Brenton made his move 
- climbing from seventh to 
fourth before yet another safety 
car intervention on lap 22.

The pair were promoted to third after 
the Belgium entry in front of them was 
handed a drive through penalty for an 

earlier incident, leaving the Groves to 
spray the champagne on the podium.

Japan were the eventual GT Cup race 
winners, taking home gold ahead of 
Poland and Australia's bronze medal 
of the 2019 FIA Motorsports Games.

"To come over here and represent 
your country, do it with your son and 
more importantly do it in a Porsche 
is just fantastic," Stephen said.

"To represent Australia means an 
awesome amount to us both. We're so 
proud that we were able to represent 
our country and so proud that we can 
bring something back to our country."

For Brenton, he was just happy to get 
on the track and produce a wonderful 
performance despite trying conditions.

"It took me a while for me to find my 
rhythm, but once the safety car period 
finished we were on," Brenton said.

"I made a couple of good passes 
and others slipped up, so for 
us this result is awesome."

"It shows just how strong Australian 
motor sport and what the future holds 
for us going forward as a country."

“We're so 
proud that we 

were able to 
represent our 

country and 
so proud that 
we can bring 

something 
back”

Photo:  Xynamic; SRO / Patrick Hecq Photography
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FORMULA 4 CUP
A charging Luis Leeds narrowly 
missed out on claiming a medal in 
the Formula 4 Cup Feature Race.

Starting eighth on the grid, Leeds made 
his way through the field in a rain 
impacted race to end the event in fourth.

Leeds went close to claiming the final 
podium position, and what could 
have been a bronze medal, but in 
a strong and competitive field, the 
Victorian would have to settle for 
fourth despite his best intentions.

"That race was interesting - starting off in 
the wet conditions and ending up really, 
really dry so we had to manage tyres 
and look for wet patches," Leeds said.

"I pulled off a few courageous moves 
down into a few hairpins, but you've just 
got to send it sometimes and it paid off.

"It's been an awesome week working 
with some amazing people. I wish I 
could have won for my country." 

“I pulled off a 
few courageous 
moves down 
into a few 
hairpins. You've 
just got to send 
it sometimes 
and it paid off”

Photo:  Xynamic; SRO / Dirk Bogaerts Photography
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Motum Simulation has partnered 
with iconic Australian Supercar 
team Walkinshaw Andretti United 
(WAU) to provide state-of-the-
art simulators to one of the 
series’ most well-known teams.

The deal came at a perfect time, 
with WAU drivers set to train in 
the Motum simulator ahead of 
tackling the Mount Panorama 
circuit at the iconic Bathurst 1000.

Beyond Bathurst, Motum’s 
simulators will help fulfil WAU’s 
goal of ‘bringing the racetrack 

to the workshop’, with the units 
providing the closest experience 
possible to competitive racing.

The Motum MP6-VR Simulator 
will remain in the WAU workshop 
for use by drivers and engineers, 
and co-team principal Matthew 
Nilsson says the simulators will 
give the team an important 
edge over the competition.

“It’s an engineering tool that will 
help us develop our race cars 
away from the circuit, which is an 
extremely important option to 

have with the testing restrictions 
we face,” Mr Nilsson said.

“The next best thing to reality 
is a high-fidelity simulator, 
and it’s fantastic to have one 
at our disposal, the cohesion 
between the two is unbelievable, 
and it’s something we can’t 
wait to explore further.”

Bathurst wildcard drivers 
Alexander Rossi and James 
Hinchcliffe tried the simulator 
for the first time after coming 
across from the IndyCar series.

Walkinshaw 
Andretti United

with Motum

LAUNCHES 
GROUNDBREAKING 

SIMULATION 
PROGRAM
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“This Motum 
simulator is 
as close to 
the real thing 
as it gets, so 
it’s a critical 
piece of our 
preparation.”
- James Hinchcliffe, Bathurst 
wildcard driver

The pair used the Motum unit 
to log as many laps as possible 
around the Mount Panorama 
circuit before Bathurst. 

“Having never been to the mountain, 
familiarising ourselves with the layout is 
incredibly important,” Hinchcliffe said. 

“We can’t test there, but we’ve got 
the next best thing with our Motum 
simulator, which we’ll be cutting a 
lot of laps in before we get there.”

“This Motum simulator is as close to 
the real thing as it gets, so it’s a critical 
piece of our preparation,” Rossi added.

Motum Managing Director Steve 
Hoinville said the premium level 
simulator will help WAU with 
their ultimate goal of winning 
championships. “Having a simulator 
means you can dramatically expand 
your testing regime, as these guys 
don’t have access to a lot of test 
days throughout the year.”

Motum’s patented 6DOF (6 degrees 
of freedom) motion base will be a key 
factor in providing the hyper-realistic 
experiences for the drivers, and the 
team is also expecting to use the 
simulator as an engineering tool to 
develop and modify their race cars.

“The first few days of operation have 
already seen incredible correlation 
between data recorded in the Motum 
Simulator and the team’s qualifying 
pace from Bathurst 2018,” Hoinville said.

“The opportunity to work with 
WAU’s incredible engineering team 
is a game-changer for Motum, both 

to further develop and refine the 
engineering set up on their cars and 
to develop our technology, too.”

Motum with WAU were able to 
match up the telemetry data and 
engineering loads directly from 2018's 
data, thus allowing Rossi & Hinchcliffe 
to be as best prepared for the car as 
they could in such a limited time. 

Upon hitting the race track for the first 
time, they were able to adapt and go 
into the weekend with confidence, 
despite Mount Panorama being a 
daunting proposition for a rookie.

The pair had a very solid lead up to 
the great race, with only very slight 
contact made in Practice 6 as they 
were searching for the limit. During the 
race, they drove largely error free and 
ran as high as 16th place before a late 
incident would cause them to drop 
back and finish in 19th place overall.

"[It was a] baptism of fire for both of us, 
an incredible experience, I mean this 
race is everything people say it is and 
then some. To have a chance to be a 
part of it was great" Hinchcliffe said. 

“We kind of both got more comfortable 
every lap in the car, every stint we 
got a little better, you get a little bit 
more used to the way the racing 
works and the way the car behaves."

Rossi later added, "From a car 
standpoint, understanding that and 
being comfortable at the limit of a 
Supercar, I think we got there by the 
end. I think that in terms of if we look 
at the data from us compared to the 
quickest guys, it's just track knowledge 
and learning the tricks of this place."

The pair are very keen to make a 
return to the mountain in the future, 
and with even further development 
of the Simulation programme at 
WAU, anything can be possible. 

For more information about 
how Motum’s technology 
can take your performance 
to the next level, contact us.
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MEDIA 
NOMINATIONS 
STILL OPEN
Nomionate for a Media Award  
for the 2019 Motorsport 
Australia Awards, presented 
by Burson Auto Parts.

Each year, these iconic awards 
recognise those in our sport going 
above and beyond – highlighting the 
outstanding achievements across 
all disciplines and levels both as 
competitors and those who work 
tirelessly behind the scenes.

Members of the motor sport media 
are encouraged to nominate their 
work as part of the annual Media 
Awards. This can include podcasts, 
photographs, traditional news stories, 
as well as video and TV pieces.

Media Awards nominations must 
be received by 6 December, 2019. 

Nominations for non-media 
awards are now closed for 2019. 

The 2019 Motorsport Australia 
Awards presented by Burson Auto 
Parts will be held on Saturday 29 
February, 2020, at the Melbourne 
Convention & Exhibition Centre. 

Ticketing information will 
be available shortly.

To nominate for an 
award, click here. 

Burson Auto Parts has been a 
trusted partner of the Australian 
automotive industry since 1971.

1300 287 766   www.burson.com.au
Your Trade Specialist

YOU CAN 
TRUST OUR 
PEOPLE & 
OUR PARTS.

Over that time many things have changed, 
but one thing which hasn’t is that Burson is 
still your trade specialist.
 
Whether you see your Burson team member 
on the road, at the trade counter or via the 
easy-to-use EzyParts online ordering system, 
you can be assured of the very best service 
from the more than 1,700 Burson team 
members. 

You can pick the service that suits you best 
- for a comprehensive range of automotive 
aftermarket parts, accessories and workshop 
equipment from the most trusted brands, 
including door-to-door service via an 
extensive store network and now with more 
than 750 delivery vehicles. 

Burson are continuing to expand and as we 
grow, our complete focus is to provide the 
best product range and the best service from 
the industry’s best people.  Because, what 
hasn’t changed is the commitment to be your 
trusted trade partner.

https://www.cams.com.au/about/awards
http://www.burson.com.au/
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CAMS (Motorsport Australia) is 
seeking expressions of interest 
for multiple roles relating to the 
2020 Appointed Officials. 

Appointed Officials
The Appointed Officials Panel consists 
of three separate disciplines:

• Technical Delegates
• Race Directors
• Series Stewards

These officiating roles are 
among the most significant in 
Australian motorsport and are an 
integral part of CAMS Australian 
Championships and Series. Each role 
is voluntary and requires season-
long commitment in addition to 
requisite skills and knowledge.

Coaching Positions
All three disciplines will have 
coaches appointed in 2020.

The callouts follow the recent testing 
of a new successful coaching program 

that will help CAMS officials continue 
to operate at the highest standards.

In the first instance, a Head Coach will 
be appointed for each discipline and 
if considered necessary, an Assistant 
Coach will also be appointed. 

The purpose of the coaching role is to:

• Provide leadership to the 
Appointed Officials Panel

• Provide a point of reference 
for Appointed Officials

• Develop skills of 
Appointed Officials

• Provide training for 
Appointed Officials

• Review performance of 
Appointed Officials

• Participate in the selection 
process of Appointed Officials 
for 2021 and beyond

• Attend selected events in 
an observatory capacity

• Identify future talent

The coaching roles will be filled by 
candidates with the relevant coaching 

skills, knowledge and experience 
in their appointed discipline.

It is important to note that coaches 
will not be able to hold an Appointed 
Officials role. Each coaching role 
will receive an honorarium. 

Appointments for Appointed 
Officials and coaches will be 
announced in December. 

Any queries can be directed to 
ainslie.gardner@cams.com.au.  

2020 OFFICIALS 
AND COACHING 
POSITIONS OPEN

To register your interest, click 
here to fill out the survey. 
Must be completed by 
Friday 22 November, 2019

Photo: Revved Photography
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Applications for volunteer race officials 
at the Formula 1 Rolex Australian 
Grand Prix 2020 are now open.

Taking place on 12–15 March 2020 in 
Melbourne, registrations will take place until 
Saturday 30 November 2019, 12pm AEST.

From scrutineers, flag marshals through to 
pit lane officials to name a few, applications 
for all roles are currently being accepted 
for the Formula 1 season opener.

In 2019, more than 800 officials were part 
of the grand event - including 32 officials 
who had made their way down from 
Singapore to volunteer in Australia. 

AGP 2020 
APPLICATIONS 
NOW OPEN

Photo: Revved Photography

Does your Life/Income 
protection policy cover 
you for motor sport? 

Gallagher Life Solutions can provide CAMS members with 
life, trauma, total permanent disablement and income 
protection insurance solutions that DO cover you for 
motor sport.

Call to find out more 
1800 776 785 | ajg.com.au/cams | life@ajg.com.au

Endorsed by

Click here to register for the 
Formula 1 Rolex Australian 
Grand Prix 2020.

https://sport.ajg.com.au/cams
https://www.ajg.com.au/
http://motorsportaustralia.rosterfy.co/register


General official applications for the 
hotly anticipated Formula 1 Vietnam 
Grand Prix 2020 have now opened.

One thousand volunteers are 
required to assist putting on the 
inaugural grand prix, with the 
Confederation of Australian Motor 
Sport providing training and guidance 
for the development of officials.

Up to eight roles are available 
including, but not limited to, fire 
marshals, medical, scrutineering, 
trackside and emergency response.

Click here for more information.

Applications are open globally for the 
Vietnam Grand Prix, with international 
applicants encouraged to apply 
alongside local Vietnamese citizens. 

CAMS has been appointed to 
assist in setting up a new national 
sporting authority (ASN) in Vietnam, 
as well as train officials and provide 
race organisational assistance 
for the first ever Grand Prix in 
the fast-growing country.  

RECRUITMENT OPEN 
FOR OFFICIALS IN 
VIETNAM

Applications to apply are now 
open at vietnammotorsports.
rosterfy.co/register
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With CAMS Officials having the 
rare opportunity to volunteer 
at the inaugural 2020 Vietnam 
Grand Prix next year, there were 
some lucky to enough to be 
part of this year’s Singapore 
Grand Prix held in September. 

A number of Australians have 
been making their way to 
Singapore to officiate each year 
since its Formula 1 inauguration 
in 2008, where CAMS played 
a large role in the delivery of 
the event and training the 
nation’s newest officials.   

In 2019, it was no different as 
18 CAMS licensed officials were 
part of the brilliant Grand Prix, 
which saw Sebastian Vettel win 
his first race for the year in front 
of more than 200,000 people.  

As CAMS are looking for 
volunteers to be part of this 
unique international experience, 
Speed Read spoke to a few of 
the 18 who shared their stories 
of being at the event.  

2019 
Singapore 
Grand Prix 
Australian 
members:
Alan Firth
David Macefield
Rick Subotic
Louise Hallam
Harold Glenn 
Labuguen
John Grist
Julio La Monica
Lisa Totani
Martin Cash
Paul Healy
Paul Townsend
Paul Kelly
Sarah Croft
Graham Dickson
Tony Thorne
Timothy Edmonds
Patrick John Harding
Owen Smith

“This event is a must on any 
official’s bucket list. The passion 

and excitement from of the all 
officials is just so infectious” 

- Tony Thorne

“I travelled to Singapore to 
experience an overseas F1 

event for the first time. I highly 
recommend it. It’s a great 

track, very well organised and 
a great bunch of people” 

- Owen Smith

“I have never met a more friendly, 
fun loving, professional group 

of people. Singapore will always 
be a favourite and I see myself 

visiting many more times”
- Marty Cash

UNFORGETTABLE 
SINGAPORE FOR 
CAMS OFFICIALS 
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For the second time this year, Dare 
To Be Different (D2BD) participants 
have enjoyed a special behind the 
scenes insight of a Virgin Australia 
Supercars Championship team 
with Triple Eight Race Engineering 
hosting the latest program. 

Taking place at the team’s 
headquarters in Queensland, the 
young females were treated to a tour 
around the facilities with Triple Eight’s 
Commercial Operations representative 
and D2BD ambassador Jessica Dane. 

Dane wasn’t the only ambassador on 
hand during the program with Emma 
Notarfrancesco and Romy Mayer there 
to guide the young females through 
the D2BD activities, while Kumho 
Tyres Super3 driver Emily Duggan 
was the special guest for the day.

All four females were coaching and 
educations the participants through 
the regular activities, which included 
pit stop and STEM challenges 
as well as media activities. 

The next Dare To Be Different program 
will be part of Supercars' season 
finale, the Coates Hire Newcastle 
500 on 21-22 November. 

Click here for more 
information on the Dare To 
Be Different Program. 

D2BD 
VISITS 
TRIPLE 
EIGHT

Photos: Jules Ingall
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MEMORABLE 
BATHURST

MCLAUGHLIN 
AND PREMAT WIN 
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For another year, the Supercheap Auto Bathurst 1000 
failed to disappoint as a thrilling contest saw McLaughlin 
beat title rival Shane van Gisbergen in a final lap dash. 

It was a frantic end to the great race, with McLaughlin 
holding off second-placed van Gisbergen in the final 
stages after two safety cars were deployed within the 
final 10 laps - including one with just three laps to go.

After he finally crossed the line in first place, an emotional 
McLaughlin lauded his team for the car they produced.

“I can’t believe I won the bloody Bathurst 
1000,” McLaughlin said post-race.

“We had such a good car all week, I put so much 
pressure on myself, our whole team put so much 
pressure on themselves to make this a good one.

“I’m so proud of everyone. We made a bloody good 
car. I’ve dreamt about this, standing on that roof.”

While McLaughlin was busy holding off a rampaging van 
Gisbergen, his French teammate Alex Premat was holding 
his breath in the pits during that memorable final lap.

“That was so stressful, that was insane. We were 
gambling, gambling [on fuel], that was crazy. I am so 
happy to win this race… it’s magic,” Premat added.

Rounding out the podium behind van Gisbergen and 
co-driver Garth Tander were the surprise packets of 
James Courtney and Jack Perkins who had deservedly 
finished ahead of Jamie Whincup and Craig Lowndes.

It wasn’t just the main race that provided nail-biting 
racing to the thousands of fans who were on site with 
all five-support categories also just as entertaining. 

While the 2019 edition may not have eclipsed 
the current attendance record, it came close with 
more than 200,000 passionate motor sport fans 
going through the Mount Panorama gates.  

It may not have re-written the attendance history 
books, but this year’s running was something more as 
the broadcast was concerned with two million viewers 
tuned in through both Channel 10 and Fox Sports, 
making it the most-watched Supercars race in history.

The eyeballs watching on Fox Sports’ own 
broadcast saw it become the 17th most viewed 
broadcast on subscription television of all time.

On the officials front, the event was once again one of the 
biggest outside of the Formula 1 Rolex Australian Grand Prix 
with up to 629 CAMS Officials volunteering at the circuit.

From flag marshals to the medical team, motor sport 
officials are what make race meetings on any level 
happen, the event wouldn't be possible without 
the 629 registered event and race officials.  

Photo: Revved Photography

“I can’t believe I 
won the bloody 
Bathurst 1000.” 
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SUPERCARS RACE 
25 TOP 10 
1. Scott McLaughlin/Alexandre Premat
2. Shane van Gisbergen/Garth Tander
3. James Courtney/Jack Perkins
4. Jamie Whincup/Craig Lowndes
5. David Reynolds/Luke Youlden
6. Mark Winterbottom/Steven Richards 
7. Scott Pye/Warren Luff 
8. Rick Kelly/Dale Wood 
9. Lee Holdsworth/Thomas Randle 
10. Will Davison/Alex Davison 

TOURING CAR 
MASTERS SERIES
1. Angus Fogg 
2. Steve Johnson
3. Aaron Seton

TOYOTA 86 
RACING SERIES
1. Aaron Borg 
2. Luke King
3. Luke van Herwaarde

PORSCHE PAYCE 
CARRERA CUP 
AUSTRALIA
1. Jordan Love
2. Cooper Murray
3. David Wall

DUNLOP SUPER2 
SERIES
1. Thomas Randle
2. Bryce Fullwood
3. Kurt Kostecki

ECB SUPERUTES 
SERIES 
1. Nathan Pretty
2. Ben Walsh    
3. Tom Alexander    

Photos: Revved Photography
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If you’re like us, you don’t consider your vehicle ordinary. So don’t 
settle for ordinary insurance. Famous Insurance offers features that 
motoring enthusiasts really appreciate.
• Agreed value • Choice of repairer
Call 1300 FAMOUS (1300 32 66 87) or 
visit famousinsurance.com.au
Conditions, limits and exclusions apply. Insurance underwritten by RACQ Insurance Limited ABN 50 009 704 152 (‘RACQ’). 
Famous Insurance Agency Pty Ltd ABN 66 168 467 561 is authorised to arrange and issue this insurance as agent of RACQ.  
Read the PDS before making a purchase decision. Contact us for a copy.

From 
 MGs to M5s, 

we’ve got 
 you covered.

http://www.famousinsurance.com.au/


SUPERCARS 
ENTER 
FINAL 
STRETCH

Photo: Edge Photographics
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Only two rounds remain in the Virgin Australia Supercars 
Championship with the Coates Hire Newcastle 500 
to wrap up the season at the end of the month.

Last year saw a thrilling contest between Scott McLaughlin 
and Shane van Gisbergen, as the duo’s title fight went 
all the way down to the last race and there is a small 
possibility, we could see a similar fate this year.

Ahead of the Vodafone Gold Coast 600, McLaughlin had 
practically claimed the Championship after storming home in the 
Supercheap Auto Bathurst 1000, but his spectacular crash in the 
second race on the Gold Coast, coupled with a win and runner-up 
to van Gisbergen saw the gap reduced to less than 600 points.

While the New Zealander has been on the money throughout the 
whole season, that sliding doors moment opens up the season a 
little bit more and has given van Gisbergen a sniff for the title race. 

The battle behind the duo has also opened up after two huge 
October rounds with Chaz Mostert’s two from three DNFs sending 
him down the order, Jamie Whincup’s Gold Coast weekend has 
seen him climb to third and Fabian Coulthard sits just ahead 
of David Reynolds after he too dropped points at Bathurst. 

Both November’s fixtures have a lot riding on them with the 
iconic Sandown Raceway to host the final round of the PIRTEK 
Enduro Cup during the Penrite Oil Sandown 500, before 
moving north for the Supercars season finale in Newcastle. 

VODAFONE GOLD COAST 600
Race 26
1. Jamie Whincup/Craig Lowndes
2. Shane van Gisbergen/Garth Tander
3. Scott McLaughlin/Alexandre Premat
4. Cameron Waters/Michael Caruso 
5. Scott Pye/Warren Luff

Race 27
1. Shane van Gisbergen/Garth Tander
2. Jamie Whincup/Craig Lowndes
3. David Reynolds/Luke Youlden
4. Scott Pye/Warren Luff
5. Cameron Waters/Michael Caruso
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PENRITE OIL 
SANDOWN 500
8-10 November 

Friday 8 November
10:35 – 11:05 Practice 1
12:30 – 13:00 Practice 2
15:10 – 15:40 Practice 3

Saturday 9 November
10:40 – 11:10 Practice 4
12:25 – 12:45 ARMOR ALL Qualifying – Race 28
14:25 - 14:55 Race 28
17:20 – 17:30 Race 29

Sunday 10 November
09:45 – 10:05 Warm Up
13:25 - 16:45 Race 30

Support Categories 
Australian GT
Dunlop Super2 Series
Touring Car Masters
Toyota 86 Racing Series

COATES HIRE 
NEWCASTLE 500
22-24 November 

Friday 22 November 
11:30 – 12:00 Practice 1
15:25 – 15:55 Practice 2

Saturday 23 November
10:50 – 11:10 ARMOR ALL Qualifying – Race 31
13:15 – 13:40 ARMOR ALL Shootout – Race 31
16:15 - 18:15 Race 31

Sunday 24 November
11:20 – 11:40 ARMOR ALL Qualifying – Race 32 
13:20 - 13:45 ARMOR ALL Top 
10 Shootout – Race 32
16:15 – 18:15 Race 32

Support Categories 
ECB SuperUtes Series
Toyota 86 Racing Series
Aussie Racing Cars
Dunlop Super2 Series

All times are in Australian  
Eastern Daylight Time (AEDT)

Photos: Edge Photographics

“What an awesome 
weekend. Two one-
twos for the Red Bull 
Holden Racing Team.” 
- Shane van Gisbergen
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LOOK AFTER 
NUMBER ONE

CAMS members are reminded that as 
of 1 January 2020 the mandatory use 
of FHR will come into effect for Speed 
events, whereby the vehicle entered is 
fitted with the necessary requirements 
to ensure the effective use of FHR.

In implementing this for Speed events 
CAMS has applied the mandatory use of 
FHR to only certain vehicle classifications, 
those being aligned with the 
mandatory use across other disciplines 
of the sport. This will mean that: 

• Each 1st Category (single seater) 
vehicle will require the use of FHR 
except if it is a Superkart or a 5th 
Category single seater which is 
exempt from the use of FHR; and

• Each vehicle which is the subject of 
a CAMS Log Book and classified as a 
Race, Rally/Road or Off Road vehicle 

will require the use of FHR, the same 
as if that vehicle was entered into an 
event for one of those disciplines.

A vehicle which is road registered 
will not be require the mandatory 
use of FHR, unless that vehicle is also 
classified and holds a Log Book as a 
Race, Rally/Road or Off Road vehicle.

This approach is to ensure that those 
vehicles which compete elsewhere that 
requires the mandatory use of FHR must 
now also use FHR in Speed Events.

CAMS encourages all competitors to 
consider the use of FHR whether it is 
applied as mandatory to them or not. 

As of 1 
January 2020 
the mandatory 
use of FHR 
will come 
into effect for 
Speed events
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What’s your ANCAP?

The number of fatalities and serious injuries can be  
reduced through safer vehicle choices.

Compare your car with ANCAP’s latest safety standards and discover 
more about vehicle safety testing, or download the ANCAP Safety app  
from the AppStore or Google Play.

ancap.com.au

SAFER  
VEHICLE CHOICES
SAVE LIVES.

http://www.ancap.com.au/


RX RACES 
TO CLUB 
CHALLENGE 
GLORY
The second last CAMS Club Challenge Australia has been 
run and won, with the RX Racers taking out top honours 
after a class performance in the Queensland round.

Led by Pierz Harrex, the three-driver squad proved too 
good for the remaining 11 teams on the Mount Cotton 
hill climb track, as all three of its competitors’ top two run 
times were within two-tenths of a second of each other.

In outright second place was team Safety Fast, the 
five-entrant team falling just shy of the win after 
Peter Andrews' two fastest times averaged only one-
hundredth of a second slower than that of Harrex.

Rounding out the podium was team Stay on Track thanks to 
the fine work of their top two most consistent drivers in Jeff 
Graham and Brian Pettit, while national hill climb title contender 
Dean Tighe’s four-man team Fast Safely finished fourth.

In what was a tight battle for fifth outright between 
The 86ers and HSCCQ, a lighting set of final runs from 
The 86ers’ five drivers saw them secure a top-five berth 
at the expense of HSCCQ who settled for sixth.

The CAMS Club Challenge now heads to 
Western Australia for the final edition of the 2019 
calendar at Phils Hill on 1 December. 

Photos: Peter Buchanan

For more 
information 
on the CAMS 
Club Challenge 
Australia, 
click here.

TOP 10
1. RX Racers
2. Safety Fast
3. Stay on Track
4. Fast Safely 
5. The 86ers
6. HSCCQ
7. GCTMC
8. PCQ No.2
9. The Pacemakers
10. The Beaming Bimmers

A U S T R A L I A
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When Kennards Hire Rally Australia 
meets later this month, there 
is going to be a lot on the table 
despite the championships already 
decided with a round to go. 

Harry Bates was crowned as the 
champion of the 2019 CAMS 
Australian Rally Championship 
(ARC) in September and Estonian 
Ott Tänak claimed the FIA World 
Rally Championship (WRC) on 
the last weekend of October.

The year thus far, both home and 
abroad, has belonged to Toyota 
Gazoo Racing with both Bates and 
co-driver John McCarthy and Tänak 
alongside his co-driver Martin Järveoja 
sealing their respective titles behind 
the wheel of the Toyota Yaris. 

But it’s the battle behind the mighty 
Toyotas that will attract the attention 

of rally fans with Subaru’s Molly Taylor 
and Malcolm Read locked in a tight 
tussle with another Toyota in Lewis 
Bates and Anthony McLaughlin 
for ARC runner-up honours.   

In the WRC, Thierry Neuville and six-
time WRC champion Sebastian Ogier 
will continue their battle for second 
place as Neuville looks to make it 
two runner-up finishes in a row. 

The Event  
The ARC’s sixth and final round will 
see competitors battle it out across 
the full WRC four-day itinerary, 
which will feature 324 competitive 
kilometres across 25 stages.

Most of these stages will take place 
on gravel, however four will be 
on bitumen and one will be on 
mixed gravel/bitumen surface. 

Also taking place at Kennards Hire 
Rally Australia are the 23 stage Rally 
Australia Cup and the Rally Australia 
two-day Event, which will run across 14 
rural and forestry stages over two days.

Starting on the evening of Thursday, 
14 November, crews will complete 
the Destination NSW Super Special 
Stage before the ARC crews take 
on the remainder of the event. 

The Crews
History will be made this month 
with more than 80 crews from both 
Australia and around the world entered 
into the Coffs Coast event – making 
it the biggest field at Rally Australia 
since it moved to New South Wales.

The regulars from both championships 
will be in attendance with Taylor, Anear 
and both Bates brothers joining the 
likes of Tänak, Neuville and Ogier.

THE 
FIGHT 
KICKS 
ON IN 
RALLY 
AUS

 
Photo: Wishart Media
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Taylor is just one of more than 20 
females to feature in the event as either 
driver or co-driver, while 16-year-old 
Taylor Gill will be contesting his first 
ever rally, despite still holding L-Plates. 

Last Time They Met
In 2018, both championships went 
down to the final round with a 
four-way battle royale between 
Harry Bates, Taylor, Steve Glenney 
and Eli Evans taking place. 

In what quickly became a survival 
of the fittest, the brutal and tough 
conditions of the course saw a 
number of drivers fail to finish the 
event due to both mechanical 
failures and crashing out. 

Taylor was the first to go as she was 
involved in a spectacular collision 
that made headlines around the 
world – while Bates’ Yaris AP4 
suffered engine issues on day two 
putting him out of the race. 

A gallant effort from Glenney and co-
driver Andy Sarandis saw the duo take 
out their first win for the year, but it 
was Evans and Ben Searcy who were 
ultimately Australian champions at the 
end of the event after finishing fifth.

In the WRC, both Neuville and 
Tänak were also part of the long 
line of crews unable to finish the 
event, with their DNF’s handing the 
fifth placed Ogier his sixth title. 

The round victory ended up going 
to Finish driver Jari-Matti Latvala and 
Miikka Anttila who won their first rally 
since Sweden the previous year. 

 
Photo: Wishart Media

 
Photo: Jaanus Ree/Red Bull Content Pool

 
Photo: Jaanus Ree/Red Bull Content Pool

The Kennards Hire Rally 
Australia takes place 
throughout the Coffs Coast 
on 15-17 November.

Click here for tickets
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SEASON FINALE 
EXTRAVAGANZA 
EXPECTED FOR 
BEND RETURN

Photo: Speed Shots Photography
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The final round of the 2019 
Shannons Nationals takes place this 
month with six categories to put 
on a spectacle for the final time for 
2019 at The Bend Motorsport Park.

It’s been a while since the Shannons 
Nationals has visited a racetrack 
twice in a year, but the 2019 
season has been a special one, so 
it calls for a special occasion. 

Of the six categories competing 
in the season finale, only one of 
them was at the first round in 
South Australia with the carsales 
TCR Australia Series enjoying a 
successful inaugural season.

This year has seen records broken, 
high octane racing and thousands of 
motor sport fans around the country 
entertained at the previous six 
rounds, as TCR Australia and S5000 
have created a lot of buzz and hype. 

This month, we gear up again for the 
last time in 2019 with a number of 
the categories to go right down to the 
wire and crown their new champions.

The seventh round takes 
place at The Bend Motorsport 
Park on 15-17 November.

Category breakdowns 
continued on the next page.

Click here to 
purchase tickets. 
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https://octozy.com/
https://www.outix.co/tickets/event/shannons-nationals-2019-finale


CARSALES TCR 
AUSTRALIA 
Will Brown has been electrifying 
all year and is a deserving 
winner of the inaugural season 
with a round still remaining.

The battle for second is the one 
to keep an eye on this round 
with Dylan O’Keefe still in the 
box seat to pick up a runner-
up position after piling the 
pressure onto Brown all year.

The series, which has welcomed 
a number of international drivers 
from the World TCR series 
throughout the year, has been 
nothing short of a success story and 
looks to have a solid end to 2019.

S5000  
AUSTRALIA 
A huge international debut at 
Sandown in September saw the 
crowds flock into the Victorian 
circuit to get close to the new 
beasts – led by former Formula 
1 star Rubens Barrichello. 

While it was an anti-climactic end 
to a great weekend as the feature 
race was cut short after being red 
flagged – those who were there 
to witness the qualifying races 
were left more than impressed 
– and it’s only the beginning.

This month at The Bend, its 
Australia’s newest race category on 
Australia’s newest world class race 
track and with two qualifying races 
and a main race to form part of the 
event once again - an exciting way to 
set up next year’s first official season.

 
Photos: Speed Shots Photography

SHANNONS 
NATIONALS 
CATEGORIES 
ROUND 7 
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PORSCHE 
MICHELIN GT3 
CUP CHALLENGE 
AUSTRALIA 
The one-make series enters its 
final round with Harri Jones 
having one hand on the title 
after claiming a clean sweep 
of top three finishes during the 
previous round at Sandown.

The only driver standing in his 
way is Aaron Love, after the 
youngster picked up a pair of wins 
at Sandown to keep the title fight 
alive for just one more round.

Third placed Max Vidau’s hunt 
for the title is over but the Sonic 
driver still has an opportunity to 
have his say as to who wins the 
year, after claiming maximum 
points at the same track in 2018.

MRF TYRES 
AUSTRALIAN 
PRODUCTION 
CAR SERIES
The Series has enjoyed more track 
time than any other category during 
the Shannons Nationals in 2019 
and it will finish the same way it 
started, with a four endurance races.

Reigning champion Beric Lynton 
has been unable to recreate the 
feats of the last year, opening up 
the door for Chris Lillis to lead the 
outright standings ahead of series 
veterans Grant and Iain Sherrin.

It might not be as close as the 
Australian Prototype Series but 
there is just as much riding on 
the final round with four crews in 
with a sniff to take out the title.

THE EXCEL 
NATIONALS 
Quite possibly the most popular 
category around the country – all 
the country's best drivers will 
make their way to the world-class 
track in an exhibition style event.

The category will also be boasting 
the most cars on the track with 
more than 50 expected to be 
competing, with the format to 
include three qualifying races 
before a feature race towards 
the end of the weekend. 

The beauty about the round is 
that it’s a clean slate for everyone 
and there will be only one winner 
at the end of the special round.   

THE AUSTRALIAN 
PROTOTYPE 
SERIES
The closest battle out of all six 
categories lies in with the Prototypes 
with up to four drivers holding a 
realistic chance of claiming the title.

A brilliant start to the year saw David 
Barram rocket to first place and 
hold his position, only for Daniel 
Gonzalez and John Paul Drake to 
reign him back in – the former sitting 
just two points shy of the leader and 
growing in confidence by the day. 

The series has seen record numbers 
hit the track in 2019 and will be 
looking to finish this successful 
season on a high – starting 
with a fight to the final race. 

 
Photo: Speed Shots Photography
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Oscar Piastri has been crowned the 
winner of the 2019 Formula Renault 
Eurocup after a thrilling season finale at 
the Yas Marina Circuit in Abu Dhabi.

Piastri had enjoyed a season-long battle 
with Frenchman Victor Martins and 
eventually took out the title by 12 points 
after winning the season finale's first race 
and coming fourth in the second race. 

In the process, he became the first Australian 
to win the one-make open wheel series 
as he looks to progress up the ranks 
and one day compete in Formula 1. 

Following on from his well deserved 
title, Piastri caught up with Speed Read 
about his maiden career title.

PIASTRI 
CROWNED 
EUROCUP 
CHAMPION

 
Photo: Renault Sport
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Speed Read: How does it feel to win 
the 2019 Formula Renault Eurocup?

Oscar Piastri: It feels pretty good. 
As more time goes on, it’s starting to 
sink about what I have been able to 
achieve this year and for myself. I see 
that I have not only won a series, but 
I am the first Australian to win that 
championship, which is awesome. 
Now that it’s been a while since the 
race, I am pretty stoked to have won. 

SR: It’s pretty special you’re the 
first Aussie to win it isn’t it?

OP: I know Brendon Hartley won, he 
raced in it a while back, but obviously 
he isn’t Australian - It’s close but not 
quite us. The year Valtteri Bottas 
won, Daniel Ricciardo came second 

by just one point and his engineer 
that year was my engineer this 
year, which is a funny coincidence. 
With all this said, it feels good to 
be the first Aussie to win it.  

SR: Do you have a particular 
season highlights? 

OP: I think race one of the final round  
was really the best win of the year. I think 
the wins earlier in the year were good 
but there wasn’t much pressure coming 
with those wins as there was in Abu 
Dhabi. I wasn’t as quick as the others, 
so to win that race was special and set 
up the title really something special. 

SR: How about a season lowlight? 

OP: Race two at Paul Ricard where I 
stalled on the grid wasn’t great, but 
the worst moment of the year was in 
Hungary when I went off the track during 
the first race’s formation lap and didn’t 
make the grid. But I bounced back to 
win the next day, which was great. 

SR: Now that’s you’ve won, 
what are your future plans?

OP: I will race Formula 3 next year, 
which is great. It will be nice to race 
with a few Aussies there too. Hopefully 
Alex Peroni returns, Jack Doohan may 
be on the grid and Calan Williams is 
also confirmed which is fantastic.   
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#WEAREMOTORSPORT

Hit up CAMS on social media for photos from CAMS events, news, videos and other great motor sport content.

The CAMS member hotline will be open until 7.00pm AEST (5.00pm WST and 6.30pm CST)

So for all your motor sport needs call the CAMS Hotline or visit the website  
at cams.com.au

Email. memberservices@cams.com.au

SEND US YOUR STORIES!
If you have a motor sport story which you think should be told, get in touch with us and it could appear in  
Speed Read.

If you have pictures or videos of motor sport you would like to share with us, we encourage you to do so. They 
could appear on our website, social media platforms or in Speed Read.

Please email communications@cams.com.au

We look forward to hearing from you!

l

CONTACT US
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THE AUSTRALIAN GOVERNMENT THROUGH THE AUSTRALIAN 
SPORT COMMISSION RECOGNISES THE CONFEDERATION OF 
AUSTRALIAN MOTOR SPORT LTD (CAMS) TO DEVELOP MOTOR 
SPORT IN AUSTRALIA

THANK YOU TO CAMS' 
CORPORATE PARTNERS

Wolk
ERP | AMS | CRM |CMS | eCommerce

https://www.sportaus.gov.au/
http://www.famousinsurance.com.au/
https://www.castrol.com/en_au/australia.html?gclid=Cj0KCQjwvuDPBRDnARIsAGhuAmbLu90QOYYHcygb-yjlGi2w3JcfILe4d5LiL9m_c1UXTRH30GiNC94aAhIJEALw_wcB
https://payce.com.au/
http://www.burson.com.au/
https://www.ajg.com.au/
https://www.ancap.com.au/
https://www.skoop.com.au/
https://inwolk.com/
https://morrisfinance.com.au/
https://www.australianunity.com.au/
https://www.motumsimulation.com/

